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The six hundred thousand Japanese prisoners taken hy the Soviets were 
divided into battalions of one thousand men. One battalion was assigned 
to a cairp /hiking approximately 600 camps . The camps were sp read geo- 
graphically into at least five areas I “but it is 

r>ossih1 p tii rat fh p>. v& Vfi t* .=» rnn tf* . P I 

Each area was broke n down into 
districts and the camps were numbered within the district . 
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J The number five designates the area, one designates the district 
and 01 designates the camp. 


] the camps 

in the fifth area were all very similar as to size ana structure. P 

It he Magadan area] 

J camps) (were the same as to size and structure. The 

camps were usually square shaped and approximately ^00 feet square . 

There was a double row of wire fences with an approximate 12-foot 
corridor between the fences and at each corner within the corridor was 
a guard tower. The camps situated near cities and just south of 
KomsomoJ.sk had double wire fences > whereas all camps north of Komsomolsk 
and those not near populated areas had outer fences made of wooden boards. 
’The boards were eight to 10 feet high above the ground, were two to three 
feet into the ground, and were between two and three inches thick, rough 
cut with picket -type tops. The boards were braced on the leeward side 
against strong winds . 
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A3-X the camps in the fifth area had Xo,^ cabin 

buildings.' They had been used previously as slave -labor camps, and all were 
in very poor, condition when my battalion. No 25; arrived. M ud had fa llen out 

of the' chinks , and the first winter! [there (1945-1946) ^ j spare 

time was spent filling the holes and plastering the inside of the buildings. 

This clean-up and repair work was compulsory but we were not allowed to do It 
during our regular work day. The prisoners were glad to do this work in their 
spare time., however, which was only at night, because it made the buil dings so 

much warmer and easier to keep clean. The second year (194c) ordered 

to plaster the outside of the log cabins and to calcimine them white, which 
gave the appearance of white stucco buildings. Because of the gre&;.> length of 
the winter, the. white buildings were well camouflaged most of the year. By the 
end of 1946 most of the renovation of the camps was completed. 

The first camp was ffo 5/lQl (October 1945) loc ated at Dohf 

/5ofu ~ Japanese phonetic spelling] 

1 it was obvious that the camp 


had been recently occupied as there was fresh garbage and other evidence on the 
extremely crowde d and in early 1946 an addi tional mT 1 


premises 


were brought inH^kir^ 


I moved to 


_ _ quarters almost unbearable^ 

this was only temporary and after approximately 39 da^s[_ 
another camp approximately one mile west. This camp, No ^/XIX 
accommodated a few . more but it was s t i 11 vo ry mu ch overcrowded. Al «er Just 

completing the renovation of camp 5/101, [had to start re no vatio w of 

camp 5/lli, which was even in worse condition. | l can ®- 5/19- was 

to be used as r a technical school, for the .maintenance and operation of motors 
and vehicles.- Vehicles and other equipment were being moved- into the cramp., and ^ 
the corridor, between the "two wire .fences was being used as-.: a, run -way for testing 
i 1 this technical school was training Soviet 


“heavy" convicts \-jLong~ziLmB 

har dene d c r i minal s / . j 







Trnip.q nn-rfth or canm h / ±kj.l . 

it. was 

camp '5/3-03 
the same si 

&e, auu. one & 

was located five 
ame- structure as the 


others. In the vicinity of. this c amp was a, larg e “Sovksoz" a , government -owned 


] worked an, this farm. The - 
be work on the 


farm. Approximately 300 prisonei v | j 

prisoners- most willing to accept Communism were those chosen ^ ^ 
farm. Many of the prisoners said they would accept Communism in order to work 
there as farm work was much more pleasant than railroading; and logging. 


(Khurmuli ) . While, on the -move 
six camps between 5/192 and 


vo 


| camp 
hormoli^j 



-ear Eormnli 
cre were i 


whi cii were all '.similar to the orners 

axjfi. vJCliiiMO uk: uwccu <• ^ l__ 

seen. The buildings at. camp 5/202 were slightly smaller than those at t; 
other camps , but 200 men still occupied each building . The camp ^ was- .on 
northern outskirts of Horroli and was well secluded in/iae foOvbjJ.X.\> ot 
mountains. Hormoli is situated in the foothills, of a range w, a. 

extended north of the city. Because ...the , hills' serve as. an excellent cai 
f lave , the food distribution center at- Dohf, as well as the NKVD .1-eadaue 
we ze moved to Hormoli.- 


the 

the 

.rters 
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The BAM ^Baikal - Aimir-4\fegistral7 Railroad ra n northwest from Hormoli to Gori n, 


.te 


c amps every 10 or 12 miles 


rou’ 

Approximately 15 miles northwest of Gori 


t n nor 

« 


yfhPir-i n . whi n b was numbered 5/4-07 


rxn 

OZJ 


wa.,q nriQT.n&r 


so» near 


littlC 


Along this 
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only a short distance away the 
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railroad t urned due west toward Lake Baikal to tic in with the 'Trans-Siberian 
Railroad. I 
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At each canrp, two squads of soldiers, totalling about 30 men, one officer, 
some t lines two, and two to four non-commissioned officers were detailed as 
guards. They were armed with rifles and fixed bayonets. When we moved from a 
camp, riflemen were at the head and rear of the column, and the guards on the sides 
of the columns carried Burp guns . The Soviet officer in charge of the camp lived 
nearby. After the first year, some, of these officer s were replaced by civilians. 

In 19^6, 1 [these officers received 

their orders daily, and^ J they Knew no more aoout future plans than the daily 
orders disclos ed. These daily orders were placed in a metal tub e and dropped 
from a plane . 

I 


a p olitical agent was 

attached to the camp » | |from Moscow and the 

agent was usually a Soviet officer. He was greatly respected and feared by 
all the security personnel. 
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Even though a battalion of one thousand men was assigned to each camp, the 
approximate capacity of all the camps was 800. They were, of course, always 
overcrowded, which resulted in a great deal of discomfort for the prisoners . 
Occasionally, additional small groups were sent to a camp, but this was usually 
only temporary. Also, deaths resulting from freezing, malnutrition, and a lack 
of medical care sometimes brought the number of prisoners down to the usual size 
group . 







Water supply was the greatest problem, particularly during the winter months, 
fpvie* w£rhr-T was hauled in bv hand and in the winter it was necessary to chop 


through several feet of ice . 



would go many months without a bath and during the winter | 


could never get enough water for laundry purposes. 


One “doctor” was assigned to each camp. Some were good, but some were very in- 
competent and brutal. About one -half of the " doctors" were Soviet women. 

These women were often merciless and treated the prisoners more severely than 
did the men "doctors." In 19*1-8 medical attention improved considerably. 

More "doctors" were assigned to each camp, and they seemed to oe better 

qualified, 


Sanitation was appalling, particularly the fi rst wint er (19^5 and ±9k6 ) . This 

was by far the worst winter for t he ■prisoners] I did no t have adequate. 

- 1 ^ 7 Jonly the garments 


whatsoever L 


clothing . No clothes were issued) _ 

1 possessed when captured. Also, there was a shortage of food the first 
"winter, as much of the food assigned to the prisoners was stolen by the Soviet 
guards . They divided it between themselves and Soviet civilians inasmuch as 
they did not have enough food for themselves. The standard ration consisted 
of 350 grams of black bread, 400 grams of cereal, 25 grams of fish, 12 grams 
of sugar, 800 grams of vegetable (almost always potatoes) and five grams of 
; nil ^This ration never varied throughout my entire five -years xymr? somnenu . 
[rarely received any sugar and did not always receive the oil# About three 
times a year meat was" given in place of fish. Until the last coupio- of yearn, 
never received the full ration of the other items, and only occasionally 

The food also improved 


_J receive full quantities in the last two 
somewhat in quality. 


jars 
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The first si ic to ten uonths of my imprisonment , the prisoners were treated. • . 
very cruelly; hut in mid-1946 there was a slight change for the better, and by 
1947- there was quite a definite change . The food improved, somewhat better 
clothing was provided, and recreation was introduced There was a great deal 
of discrimination shorn between those who accepted Communism and those who 
remained reactionists, however* A limited number of musical- instruments were 
available, and costumes and other paraphernalia was furnished, sparingly, , for 
plavs and shows. The camp political agent supervised the entertainments- van 
by the prisoners. .These improvements were, of course, well synchronised with 
the political indoctrination program. 

- end - 
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